
DERMTECH IT 
AND KNOW

Is it at risk for melanoma? 
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Cellular Extension 
of Melanocyte

Basal Lamina

ENHANCE EARLY MELANOMA DETECTION 
THROUGH PRECISION GENOMICS 

DETECTING MELANOMA EARLY 
BEGINS IN THE GENOME1

Genomic testing of cellular material lifted from the surface of a lesion allows 
for earlier detection to avoid delays that can lead to late-stage treatments.

Analyzing genomic markers noninvasively from the surface of the skin

Melanoma development is driven by gene mutations  
and atypical cell proliferation1 

Genomic Changes
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Illustration of epidermis cross-section

Melanocyte Nucleus

A single abnormal cell2

Cancer starts with genomic 
changes (RNA and DNA) within 
a single cell

Abnormal cells  
proliferate uncontrollably 
Early changes are difficult to 
detect visually but genomic 
changes are detectable using 
precision genomics technology2

Abnormal cells accumulate
Clusters of atypical cells may 
now be visually identifiable1 

Proposed mechanism

 § Keratinocytes and other skin cells take in material from 
melanocytes3

 § Over time, keratinocytes, melanocytes, and other cells  
migrate to the surface of the skin3

 § If melanoma is present, the surface cells of the skin may  
contain melanoma-associated genomic markers1,4

NPV=Negative Predictive Value.

Sensitivity5,6 

91%-97%

NPV5,6,11

>99%

probability of missing 
melanoma5,6,11

<1%

The DermTech Melanoma Test detects genomic markers associated 
with melanoma to identify high-risk lesions at their earliest stages5,a

 § Painlessly collects skin cells from the entire surface of the lesion from 
which RNA and DNA are extracted for genomic analysis4

 § Preserves cellular material for shipment to the  
DermTech Gene Lab

 § Allows measurement of melanoma-associated genomic atypia based 
on the RNA and DNA biomarkers LINC00518, PRAME, and TERT5,6

DermTech Smart Sticker 
shown actual size with 

collected cellular material

The power 
of precision 
genomics 

The DermTech Smart Sticker™:

Clinically proven. Well studied. Widely used.
The technology behind the DermTech Melanoma Test has been 
peer reviewed in more than 20 publications and shown to provide 
accurate and objective results.

 § Included in the NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology 
(NCCN Guidelines®) for Melanoma: Cutaneous8,b 

 § Shown to detect ~5X more cases than visual detection alone9,c 

 § Used by 2,000+ clinicians to test more than 90,000 lesions10

When to use it
The DermTech Melanoma Test is indicated for use on melanocytic lesions meeting one or more ABCDE  
criteria (Asymmetry, Border, Color, Diameter, Evolving).

Typical use includes 
suspicious, pigmented lesions 
that may not yet meet the 
clinical threshold for biopsy.

Additional considerations for use may include those in difficult-to-biopsy or cosmetically 
sensitive areas, or for patients who are at high risk or not good candidates for biopsy.7



Learn more

#DermTechIt

aThe DermTech Melanoma Test is comprised of 2 assays: 
1. The Pigmented Lesion Assay (PLA) detects 2 RNA biomarkers: LINC00518 and PRAME. 
2. The TERT Add-On Assay detects DNA TERT promoter mutations and is only run following PLA testing when sufficient genomic material is available. The TERT add-on 
assay does not yet have Medicare coverage.
This test is a physician-ordered laboratory-developed test (LDT) and is regulated under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA). DermTech laboratory 
is qualified to perform high complexity testing, developed and analytically validated the LDT in accordance with CLIA standards, and is also accredited by the College 
of American Pathologists and New York Dept. of Health. 
The test is not reviewed or approved by the FDA.
bNCCN makes no warranties of any kind whatsoever regarding their content, use or application and disclaims any responsibility for their application or use in any way.
cResults shown are from studies of the Pigmented Lesion Assay (PLA) assay only.
dDistribution of the Adhesive Skin Collection Kit is included in the reimbursement to DermTech for conducting the DermTech Melanoma Test.
References: 1. Elder DE. Pathology. 2016;48(2):147-154. 2. Ferris LK, et al. Dermatol Online J. 2019;25(5):2. 3. Rivers JK, et al. Skin Therapy Lett. 
2018;23(5):1-4. 4. Yao Z, et al. J Drugs Dermatol. 2017;16(10):979-986. 5. Gerami P, et al. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017;76(1):114-120. 6. Jackson 
SR, et al. SKIN J Cutan Med. 2020;4(2):105-110. 7. Brouha B, et al. J Drugs Dermatol. 2020;19(3):257-262. 8. Referenced with permission from the 
NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Melanoma: Cutaneous V.2.2021. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, 
Inc. 2021. All rights reserved. Accessed September 7, 2021. To view the most recent and complete version of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. 
9. Brouha B, et al. SKIN J Cutan Med. 2021;5(1):13-18. 10. Data on file. DermTech, Inc. 11. Skelsey MK, et al. SKIN J Cutan Med. 2021;5(5):512-523.
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It’s easy to get started today
Collecting samples with the DermTech Smart Sticker is simple and can be completed by a health care professional  
or ancillary staff in less than 5 minutes per lesion. The Smart Sticker can be used in your office or via remote collection  
under supervision.

 § Adhesive Skin Collection  
Kits are supplied at no costd 

 § To order, contact your rep

Order
 § Press the DermTech Smart 
Stickers onto a suspicious 
lesion, then lift to capture  
the patient’s skin cells

Collect
 § Results are returned from 
the DermTech Gene Lab  
to your office in less than  
5 business days

Receive
 § Simple, actionable results

 § Negative: rules out melanoma 
with >99% accuracy5,6,11 

 § Positive: informs biopsy decisions

Act

Adopt DermTech into your practice. To learn more, visit DERMTECH.com

TOGETHER, WE CAN 
STOP MELANOMA BY:

Educating patients on the importance of regular 
skin checks

Testing all suspicious, pigmented lesions for early 
disease detection

Incorporating precision genomics to complement 
your current melanoma detection process

LET’S HELP END 
MELANOMA DEATHS  
PARTNER WITH DERMTECH


